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period, and it was falsely -believed that it would
aid and vitalise the process of development of the
vernaculars. "Such a compromise was from
its inception weighted against the vernaculars and
the idea of their active development receded to
the background with the lapse of time. Instead of
helping vernacularisation, the compromise suc-
ceeded in imposing a foreign language with which
our national genius carries on at best as a disabled
man might with an artificial limb/'1 English
assumed an importance out of all proportion to
the real needs of the people, as most of the
work was carried on in it, "It is not enough
for us to learn the language, we must also know
how to use it to the satisfaction of our rulers, for
to the extent that we do so can we gain recog-
nition from them as well as from our own people." 2
The real mistake lay in replacing the use of
the mother tongue by English which is so foreign
in character.

"Not content with expelling  the  oriental
classical languages,  as   instruments of in-

1B. K. Boman-Behram, Educational Controversies in India,
pp. 607-08.
2 Rabindranath Tagore, "Education in India" in Tbt
New Era, June 1936, p. 153.